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On a Monday night in the middle of a torrential storm that came to be known as “the thousand-
year-rain,” the Momentum Gallery in Bartow glowed inside with friends who came to celebrate the 
Cherished Images exhibition brought by artist Bonnie Liss.

Surrounded by many in the group who were her models for the portrait and still life paintings, she 
exclaimed, “These are my friends and family!”

Her brother Andy drove up from South Florida to attend, and it was clear Liss is much revered by 
lovers of art from everywhere.
“I love painting portraits, that’s my passion,” she said. “I love people. Mostly it’s just family and 
friends. I’m just very sentimental … even my still lifes that I paint – they are portraits of people.”

“This is my husband’s chair and his boots and hat … when I paint my dad, it’s his teapot, it’s his 
cup and a plate of his favorite foods. Even my still lifes are very sentimental.”
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“Just to maybe capture a little bit of the emotion that I might have wanted to portray, that’s all,” she 
said.

Born and raised in Miami, Florida, and a resident of Davenport, Liss facilitates different Plein Air art 
groups. One in Polk County, consisting of about 25-30 people, meets up once a month. Every 
Thursday, she facilitates a still life and portrait class.

“I love it. These are just friends and family that have touched me.”

Her most recent painting, she said, was fashioned in part digitally, after she admired a group of
cows in a pasture.

“I did not like them in the pasture, and I put them in my field by the creek,” she said.

Admitting that she usually is extremely proud of her most recent art, she said, “If I feel good about
my art, my latest painting is my favorite.”

Directing a tour of the exhibit, Liss motioned to many in the room who were featured in the
paintings.

“Claudia, here, she is one of the paintings. You might recognize her down the hallway.”

Liss’s social media manager, Sandra Suarez, has been with her since 2019.

“She’s a great artist, her use of color.

“She has the uncanny ability to show people’s personalities in the portraits that she does,” Suarez
said.
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And that carried to Liss’ personal portrait, as well.

Other friends agreed.

“Bonnie is the kind of person who sees things about people and her paintings are showing peoples
feelings or emotions at the time, she is excellent at those things because she sees them,” said her
friend of many decades, Jane Brumbaugh, who also worked with Bonnie to promote the Equal
Rights Amendment.

“She is such a warm and loving person,” added Margaret Wheaton, another close friend.

Liss graduated from Miami-Dade Community College with an AA degree and secured her BFA at
Moore College of Art and Design in Philadelphia, where she held a triple major in Painting,
Printmaking and Art Education.

Working as a full-time art director at Orenstein Advertising while in college, she moved to the
Berkshires in Massachusetts, to pursue a career as a graphic artist.

By 1983, she had moved to Winter Haven, Florida, where she opened Phoenix Graphics, a business
that grew to a worldwide reach.

Bookcover design, logo design and package design are her primary services.

Moving to Davenport in 2006, to the beautiful area she calls “my creek,” she retired in 2021 and
paints full time in her studio.
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The founder of the Polk County Plein Air Group, she has brought many together who love creating
art outdoors.

Over the years, she has been presented with many awards for her gouache, oil paintings and
sculpture in numerous Central Florida shows.

She was also featured in a number of one person shows, interviewed by countless Florida
newspapers, online and film documentaries. Her work is published in a hardcover boxed set of
prints called “Vantage Point Group Edition.”

Liss also has served on many local college advisory boards, and is a member of the Ridge Art
Association, Davenport Arts and Cultural Alliance, Bartow Art Guild and the Davenport Historical
Society.

The Plein Air Group has a Facebook page under Easter Polk Plein Air, formerly known as the DACA
Davenport Art & Cultural Alliance.

For more information about Bonnie Liss or the Plein Air Group, visit www.exoboxo.com email her at
gefiltebliss@gmail.com or call (863) 207-0407.

Cherished Images will be on exhibit until July 26 at the Momentum Gallery in Bartow, located at 
1242 E. Main Street. It is open on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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